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TRICKS OF A HYPNOTIST.

A Professional Subject Fools a
Number of Physicians,

He Goes Through All the Catalogue of
Manifestations and Langhs at the Ef-
forts of the Mermerizers—In.
sensibility to Paln,

Mr. Ernest Hart, editor of the Lon-
don Medieal Jonrnal, reveals many of
L.22 tricks of professional hypnotists in
en artiele in the Century, entitled *“The
Eternal Gullible.”  After quoting lit-
erally from the confession made to him
Ly o hypnotie subject, L., Mr. Hart
vontinues:

Being curiouns to study the technic of
no exceptionally gifted an artist as
“L.," I necepted his offer, to use his
own elogant language: *Togiven show
bt my hoose.” I invited several med-
el nequaintances interested in hyp-
notism, including Dr. J. Milne Bram-
well, Dr. Haele Tuke, Dr. Outterson
Viood, Surgeon Colonel J. B. Hamilton,
chee Wingrileld and others, to be present
¢4 the oceasion. L. brought two other
(nbjoets with him, one of these was in-
traduced by him as his cousin, but
there was so strong o family likeness
between the three that they might
casily have passed for brothers, There
ure few people who, as Sydney Smith
uaid of Prancis Horner, “have the ten
commaondments written on their faces.”
It is, therefore, not the fault of these
ingenious youths that their physiog-
nomy is not exactly, to put it delicate-
ly, such as would generally be aceept-
vil a8 a guarantee of good fuith. They
went through all their ordinary *plat-
form" business, simulating the hypnotic
sleep, perfoming various antics “under
control,” and in particular “going
throngh catalepsy,” to use my friend’s
own phrase,

Not the least interesting part of the
“show™ was the preliminary hypnoti-
wtion of L. by the demonstrator of
physiology alrendy referred to, whose
cyes had not yet been opened to the
fact that he had been imposed upon,
\When he commanded L. to “slecp,” the
litter obediently did so, with all the
usual appearances of profound hypno-
lization, muscular relaxation, facial
congestion, upturned eyehalls, not
moving when touched, apparent insen-
sibility, stertor, insensibility to seund,
light, and external stimuli. The per-
formance was splendid and complete.
Mr, —— enjoyed a moment's trinmph.
Lut L, instantly woke up again with o
leer as soon as the operator announced
that he was ‘‘under, influence.” Mr.
—— mude severnl further attempts to
hypnotize his former subject, ench time
with the same result. The situation
was comie, yet had in it an element of
pathos; the operntor was so earnest a
believer that the shock of his awaken-
ing was almost painful to witness.

I..'s performance was not destitute of
merit, but to the eritical judgment it
left o good deal to be desired. He over-
tid his part, the congestion of his foce
being exagrerated to a degree almost
suggestive of impending apoplexy,

while his snoring somewhat over-
stepped the modesty of naturé. These
points were dwelt on by more than one
of the gentlemen present, but I am not
altogether free from a suspicion that
in some of the cases at least the ob-
servation was of an ex-post-facto na-
ture.

One of L.'s compunions seemed to me
to simulate the hypnotic sleep better
than he did, but L. at once dispelled
any illusion there might have been by
unexpectedly gripping him behind the
knee. Some exhibitions of “*post-hyp-
notic suggestion” given by the two
were well caleulated to tickle the
groundlings in a music hall, but conld
hardly have deceived any serious ob-
server. The “eatalepsy business™ had
more artistic merit. So rigid did 1.
make his muscles that he could be
liftedd in one piece like an BEgyptinn
mummy, e lay with his head on the
back of one chair, and his heels on
another, and allowed a fairly heavy
man to sit on his stomach; it seemed
to me, however, that he was heve with-
in o “straw"” or two of the limits of his
endurance. The “blister trick,” spoken
of by Truth as having deceived some
medical men, was done by rapidly bit-
ing and sucking the skin of the wrist.
L. did manage with some difficulty to
raise a slight swelling, but the marks
of the teeth were plainly visible,

One point in L.s exhibition which
was undoubtedly genuine was his re-
markable and stoical endurance of
puin, e stood before us smiling and
open-eyed while he ran long needles
intp the fleshy parts of his arms and
legs withont flinching, and he allowed
one of the gentlemen present to pineh
his skin in different parts with strongz
crenated pincers in a manner which
bruised it, and which to most people
would have caused intense pain. L,
allowed no sign of suffering or discom-
fort to appear; he did not set his tecth
or wince; his pulse was not quickened,
and the pupil of his oye did not dilate
ns physiologists tell us it does when
pain passes o certain limit. It may be
said that this merely shows that in L.
the limit of endurance was beyond the
normal standard, or, in other words,
that his sensitiveness wans less than
that of the avernge man. Atany rate,
his performance in this respect was so
remarkable that some of the pentlemen
present were fain to explain it by o
supposed “post-hypnotic sugrrestion,”
the theory apparently being that L.
and his comrades hypnotized one an-
other, and thus made themselves in-
sensible to pain.

Delpware Bturgeon.

“Albany beef” is the enphunism on
the shores ef the Delaware for sturgeon
meat.  Doubtless the term goes back
to o time when the Iudson sturgeon
fisheries were really important. The
ment, eut into long, thick chunks and
keptin cold storage, was reeently an
important article of commerce a few
miles above the head of Delaware bay,
but the sturgeon fisheries in the Deln-
ware, ns elsewhere on the Atlantic
coast; have greatly fallen off in impor- I
tance. The gturgeon is the hated en-
emy of the shad fishermen, as he de-

stroys their light nets.

ARABLE AREA OF CANADA,

Conflned to a Nurrow Strip Along the
Border of the United Statos,

Some Canadians ostentationsly boast
that their colony is of greaternrea than
the republie of the United States, while
they quietly ignore the facts that about
one-half of their dependency is covered
with perpetual or all but perpetunl
snow and iee, and that no small part of
the remainder is but sparsely inhab-
ited or hobitable except by Indians and
Indinn-I'rench half-breeds, who eke
out a precarions subsistence by fishing,
by the scanty proceeds from sloughter-
ingr fur-bearing animals, and on meager
government rations. The arable por-
tion of Canada, says the Springfield
Republican, is in general but & very
brolken and irregular fringe on the
northern  boundary of the United
states; and although the Enropean set-
tlement of the country began nearly
800 years ago, its present population is
only abut 5,000,000—from the Atlantic
to the Pacifie—or over 250,000 less than
the population of the state of Pennsyl-
vanin! Canada to-day consists of but
seven provinees. One of these, Prince
Edwaid island, is o little more than
one-fifth the aren of the little state of
Yermont, and another, British Colum-
bia, a sea of mountains—covering some
350,000 square miles—contains less ara-
ble land than the comparatively small
contiguous state of Washington. The
desirable land for tillage i the three
smull maritime provinees of Nova
Scotin, Prince Edward island and
New Drunswicle is now chiefly occupied
by an excellent Seoteh-English people,
whose number is all but stationary or
retrograde.  About one-half of what is
claimed to be the Provinee of Quebee i

parsely inhabited by Indians, Cana-
dian-French half-breeds nnd the hardi-
est of “habitans.” Much of the re-
mainder, on both banks of the River
S5t. Lawrence and on the northeast
bank of the Ottawa river, is u poad
quality of soil, and the greater partof it
18 now denscly populated by Canadian
French

A portion of the provinee of Quebec,
consisting of about 100 townships,
called the enstern townships, lying be-
tween the parishes south of the St
Lawrence and the northern boundaries
of the states of New York, Vermont
and New Hampshire, is good general
farming land, now in great part ocen-
pied by a mixed population composed
of Yold country™ English-speaking peo-
ple, Canadisn French and some de-
seendants of the New England royal-
ists of the last century. For many
years the English-speaking people have
been steadily nearing & minority.
There are at present but two cities of
any considernble size and business im-
portance in the whole of Canada—the
one, Montreal, in the provinee of
Quebee, making n population (about
two-thirds Canadian-French) of some-
what over 200,000; and the other, To-
ronto, the enpital of the province of
Ontario, with o population (mostly
English - spenking) something below
200,000, There ure also seven othor
considerable tgwns ealled “eities,”
ranging from about 25,000 to 00,000 in-
habitants: eleven from 50.000 to ghout
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